
Will Jeremijenko and 
Ruby Jones, Aquila

BLUE SKY 

THINKING

The next big thingThe next big thing

GOING GLOBAL

Daniel Petre on Daniel Petre on 
making the jumpmaking the jump

MOTOR SKILLS

Stephen Corby  Stephen Corby  
rates rates the future carthe future car

A HIGH-TECH 

REWRITE FOR 

HEALTH

TOP 100

2024: THE NEXT WAVE

INNOVATORS

TLF0624_COVER.indd 1 10/1/2024 12:29:06 PM

Licensed by Copyright Agency. You must not copy this work 
without permission. Visit copyright.com.au



4 THE LIST 

N
IC

K
 C

U
B

B
IN

. S
T

E
V

E
 P

A
N

O
Z

Z
O

EDITORS’ LETTEREDITORS’ LETTER

H

Jared Lynch, technology editorHelen Trinca, editor

Will Jeremijenko and 
Ruby Jones, Aquila

BLUE SKY 

THINKING

The next big thingThe next big thing

GOING GLOBAL

Daniel Petre on Daniel Petre on 
making the jumpmaking the jump

MOTOR SKILLS

Stephen Corby  Stephen Corby  
rates rates the future carthe future car

A HIGH-TECH 

REWRITE FOR 

HEALTH

TOP 100

2024: THE NEXT WAVE

INNOVATORS

COVER

William Jeremijenko  
and Ruby Jones of Aquila
Photographed by Nick Cubbin
Styled by Liat Swartz
Make-up by Monique Jones
Hair by Gavin Anesbury
Story, page 58

4 EDITORS’ LETTER 

6 FOREWORD

8 ADVISORY PANEL  

10 THE AI ERA IS UPON US

Just two years since ChatGPT launched, artificial intelligence already permeates 
almost every level of business and society. Should we be excited or concerned?

14 HIGH-TECH SCRIPT FOR MEDICINE

In the near future, the way to fight disease will be to prevent it from happening. 
Here’s how new technology will change our visits to the doctor. 

THE UPDATETHE UPDATE

20 THINKING LOCAL

There’s no lack of start-up innovation in Australia, but changes are needed to ensure 
emerging potential is nurtured, and ideas don’t find their way to distant shores. 

22 ENTER THE ROBOTS
We’re knocking on the door of a robotic revolution, but first we need to teach  
them how to open it. 

24 REINVENTING THE FARM

Australian farms are transforming into innovation hot spots as technology takes root. 

26 MEET THE MAKERS

We might be blasting into space, but creating spaces for Australian manufacturing 
to thrive is still on the launching pad. 

THINK CLUBTHINK CLUB

30 SCALE UP OR BE LEFT BEHIND

Change is happening everywhere, and fast. Australia needs to pay attention 
and respond appropriately to ensure we can harness it to our own benefit. 

32 MAGIC MEDICINE? THE GENE AND US

Rapid advances in genomics could offer many medical benefits, from the early diagnosis 
of serious conditions to more efficient responses to critical public health issues. 

33 IT’S TIME TO GET SERIOUS ABOUT TECH 

What’s wrong with tapping into super to trigger the tech boom?  
We need to find more money for R&D through novel sources of funding.  
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THE LISTTHE LIST

FUTURE TENSEFUTURE TENSE

70 BLUE SKY THINKING 
What’s next in innovation? Where will the big advances come from?  
We asked three leaders in their fields to identify the breakthroughs on the horizon. 

76 THE ROAD AHEAD
Look forward to cars that not only do the driving – or even flying – but also offer 
cinema-like entertainment to while away the journey, plus so much more.  

77 COLOUR CHAMELEON
It allows people to read electronic devices more easily. Now an Australian engineer 
is using E Ink in a way that’s set to cause a revolution in the automotive industry.  

79 GOING TO GREAT HEIGHTS
Meet the Melbourne-raised son of an aircraft mechanic who’s in charge  
of Amazon’s global plan for using drones to deliver its packages. 

80 LET’S SHOOT FOR THE STARS
Brian Schmidt has a Nobel Prize in Physics and an outstanding CV,  
including eight years as vice-chancellor of the Australian National University.  
He spoke to Helen Trinca about how innovative we are in this country. 

36 TOP 100 INNOVATORS 2024
It’s not easy to select the nation’s best inventors and entrepreneurs, 
but it’s a task worth doing as we commit to encourage innovation 
across the Australian economy. Our judges have identified the  
most exciting ideas emerging across the country, ranging across 
industries, from space to cyber security, travel to fashion, energy to 
infrastructure. Plus, we’ve opted for a special focus on health.

34 YES, THERE IS A SILVER BULLET
Government regulation to make big business adopt a recycling mindset  
will ensure Australia becomes a truly circular economy.  

35 WHY THE BOTS WON’T RULE
How do you regulate AI when innovation will always outpace policy? 

3636

READ THE LIST
Scan the QR code to read 
the Top 100 Innovators List  

in detail.
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THE

THE 2024 LIST
It’s not easy to select the nation’s best inventors and entrepreneurs, but it’s a task worth doing  

as we commit to encouraging innovation across the Australian economy. Here, judges Scott Farquhar, 

Roy Green, Romilly Madew, Damian Kassabgi and Andy Jane bring their experiences in the public and 

private sectors to the job, identifying the most exciting ideas emerging across the country.  

Our list includes several people who also featured on the 2023 list: these individuals and companies 

have kept their spot thanks to their continued ambition to turn vision and dreams into sustainable 

businesses. The List ranges across industries, from space to cyber security, travel  

to fashion, energy to infrastructure. Plus, we’ve opted for a special focus on health this year.  

It’s a sector that draws on the deep historical well of medical research in Australia, and is proving 

fertile ground for a new generation of scientists and clinicians.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY NICK CUBBIN
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MEDICINE AND 

HEALTHCARE

–

Kavita Nadan
CO-FOUNDER, LOCUMATE

Farzaneh Ahmadi
FOUNDER, LARONIX

Mark Waller and Jingjing Guo
CO-FOUNDERS, PENDING AI

Daniel Timms
INVENTOR, BIVACOR

Tom Oxley and Nicholas Opie
CO-FOUNDERS, SYNCHRON

Alison Todd and Elisa Mokany 
CO-FOUNDERS, SPEEDX
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Arutha Kulasinghe, 
Kirsty Short and John 
Fraser (left to right) are 
using tissue collected 
during the Spanish flu  
to research cancers’ 
response to treatments
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41INNOVATORS 2024

–

Arutha Kulasinghe, Kirsty Short and John Fraser 
PROJECT LEADS, UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND
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